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By Helen Dewar
Washitzton Post Staif Writer

LOVEJOY, Ga, Nov. 17 —
President-elect Jimmy Carter won
tacit approval from coagressional
leaders today for authority to re-
organize the executive branch sub-
ject to veto by Congress

Carter told the leaders in a three-
hour meetinz that he wouid consult
with them before submitting.his ma-
Jjor legislative proposals.

Despite reports that Carter and
Congress were getiing off to a shaky
start, he and 15 members ¢f the
House and Senate Demoecratic leader-
ship emerged smiling ard pledging
cooperation after a luncheon at the
antebelium home of Sen. Herman E.
Talmadge (D-Ga.) about 30 miles south
of Atlanta.

Both Carter and his congressional
guests told reporters afterward that
Carter's campaign pledze for a bu-
reaucratic overhaul was discussed in

general terms and no objections were,

raised to the idea of reinstating re-
cently expired . presidential authority,
dating back to the 1950s, to propose
executive branch changes subject to
congressional veto.

During the campaizn, Carter, charg-
ing that the federal bureaucracy was
“inefficient” and -wasteful,” said re-
organization was 2 maust and sug-
gested that the 1.800 federal depart-
ments and agencies could be reduced
to 200, although he never spelied out
exactly how.

“I would: iike for the ConZress to
take the fullest possible action com-
mensurate  with congressienal  re-
straints, with constitutiona! restraints,
to direct me to raake the executive
branch efficient,” Carter said today.

He said ro inrma! action was taken
at the meeting but  there was
“remarkable compaiibility” between
him and the lsadors on zll motters
fiscussed Said Senate F;r anve Conw
n‘ittﬂe C" voman 1l 4 5. L o)
L2 wEvervane seemsd w0 be i :':'.l-
hie.”

i the meeting thus afternoen “was
zny indivation of what lies ahead tor
Lhiis country insofar as cun"rqcazoual-
presidential relations are
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good.” Senate JMa-
Mike Manstield D-
who is retiring in Jaunudry,
10ld reporters aiter the meeting.

“The President-elect said he wanrad

the omens are all
jority Leader
Alontl).

peace in the world, he wanted the
economy ot America to be movirg and
he wanted a balanced budgst . .. Ve
will work with- him to that end"’ said

éTAT

plans further mcetings with conros.
sional leaders. i )
ing his vizit Viclindion 05 Jenday
and Tuesdav—his x'i;-st tEiD to the cat

ital since his Nov. 2 eiog ’

Although the congressinnal enion-
rave.had to flr from © 1iion to
Atlanta and then drive here for the
meeting, Carter aides described the
Talmadze farm site—concressional
turf in the sense that it beiongs to a
member of Congress—as a gesture of
respect to the lawmakers.

But it was Souchern all the way.
The white-columned Talmzagdze house
played a bit part in “Gone with the
Wind,” appearing early in the film as
a glimpse of the fading a=ztebeilum
South, according to Talmadze. who re-
ceived the mansion as a gift from his
father, former Gov. Eugene Talmadze.
The lunch included couniry ham and:

to-be Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.),
who added later, “He wiil have 1C0)
per cent cooperation from me.”

Carter called it a “very fruitful in-
terchange . of ideas” and said he
brought to it “a pledge on my part to
do everything 1 can to restore har-
mony between the White House and
the congressional leadership.”

This was a reierence to aght years

nf often-cirained relations between
the Republican-controlled White
‘House and Democratic-dominated

Congress. But Carter himself cam-

paigned as a Washington “outsider”"

and ruffled some feathers on Capitol
Hill, both by the conduct of his cam-
paign and by initial staff contacts
with key people in Congress.

Carter press secretary Jody Powell
said after the meeting that several
participants, whom he identified as

“a couple of senators and a high-rank-

- member of the House” praised Car-
ter’s congressional relations aide,
Frank ‘Moore. Powell labeled as a
“cheap shot” a recent Washington
Post story reporting that there was
congressional dissatisfaction
Moore’s’liaison efforts.

The meeting at Talmadgzge's farm, in
which Carter was joined by Vice Pres-
ident-elect Waiter F. JMondale and

Democratic National Chairman Rob-

ert S. Strauss, begins an intensified
phase of Carter’s preparations for as-
sumption of the presidency Jan. 20.
- The preparations will include mect-
ings with CIA Director George Bush
onr Friday, Secretary of State Henry
A. Kissinger on Saturday and Presi-
dent Ford on Monday.

During today’s meeting, Cavter told
the Democrats he wanted to contact
Republican consressional leaders in
an attempt to extablish bipartizan co-
operation in foreign policy. according
to an aide who was present.

The first meeting between Carter
and the deteated President has bLeen
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~ fried chicken, a cheese-flavored grits
casserole, turnip greens and corn-
bread.

Carter and Mondale flew here from
Americus, near Carter’s hrome in
Plains, through foggy, rainy weather
that raised questions about their
safety in the mind of Americus air-
port manager Boyd Roddey. *I'm as-
tounded that they let him take off”
said Roddey, as Carter and llondale
.took off separately in twin-engine
chartered private planes. “It’s crazy.”

After the meeting, Carter aitempted
to soften the impact of his press con-
ference suggestion earlier in the weeX
that the American people mizht have
to tolerate an unemployment rate of 3
per cent or more for the “bulk” of his
four-year term. He said that because
the unemployment rate is now zbout 8
~ per cent, “obviously during part of my
term we would have 5 or & ver cent
unemployment” put stressed that his
goal is to reduce the rate to 4 or 415
per cent as soon as possibie.

The unemployment rate now is 7.9
‘per cent.

Sen. Hubert H. Humpnrev (D-
Minn.), a leader in COI“’TE;SIOHZ!I ef-
forts to reduce unemployment, said he
had no quarrel with Carter’s ap-
precach. - '

Others attending the meeting were
Sens. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va), Ed.
mund S. Muskie (D-ilaine), Gaylord
Nélson (D-Wis), Alan Craunston, (D-
Caiif.), Flovd K. Haskell (B-Celo.) and
Reps. James J. Delaney (D-N.Y.), Al
Uliman (D-Ore.). Brock Adams (D-
Wash.), George 1I. Mahon (D-Tex.),
Andrew Young (-Ga.) and John J.
Flynt Jr. (D-Ga.).

After the session Carter was asked

if he still felt like a Washinston
“outsider.” He latshed, looked arcund
him and said: “I'm beginnin? to 1eel
more and more tike a WashinZton in-
sider.”




